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NEIL LOCKIE :  
 
Born and raised  
in Troon, Scotland,  
regular home of  
the British Open  
Championship,  
Neil came from a   
golfing family and  
began playing  
around age 5. His  
father is a Golf  
Professional and  
was Head  
Professional at Kilmarnock (Barassie) Golf 
Club in Troon. Neil was captain of his Golf 
Team that won the Scottish National 
Championship in 1998 and was offered a 
Golf Scholarship to Ohio University in 
Athens, Ohio. He interned with the PGA of 
America in Dallas and in 2002, after a few 
months on the Golf Staff at Oakmont CC in 
Pittsburgh headed south to play some golf 
in Florida. There he met Fred Harkness 
who offered him the chance to join the 
golf staff at Jonathan’s Landing Golf Club. 
He spent 2 years as Assistant Pro, then ran 
the Golf Operation at Old Trail as Head 
Professional and in 2008 moved over to 
Jonathan’sLanding as Head Golf 
Professional. He took over as the Director 
of Golf there in July of 2014. He has 
remained active with the PGA and served 
as President of the SE Chapter of the 
South Florida PGA, is an active Board 
Member of the South Florida PGA, South 
Florida PGA Foundation and the Palm 
Beach County Golf Association. In 2011 he 
was named as South East Chapter PGA 
Golf Professional of the Year. 
(www.neillockiepga.com). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Ireland, home of some of the world’s great golf 
courses where you are never far from a spectacular round 
that will take your breath away.  Join us on a unique trip 
that takes in seven of the most spectacular courses Ireland 
has to offer in a seven day tour that includes five star 
accommodation  and luxury transportation around the 
country in the company of Neil Lockie, the Director of Golf 
at Jonathan’s Landing Golf Club. From the moment we pick 
you up at  Belfast International Airport until your drop off 
at Shannon Airport eight days later, we will ensure that you 
will have the best golfing experience of your life! 

 

SEVEN COURSES IN SEVEN DAYS – GOLF TOUR OF IRELAND 
ITINERARY : 29th August to 5th September 2018  
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Wed AUGUST 29th 2018–ARRIVE BELFAST INTERNATIONAL– ROYAL PORTRUSH GOLF CLUB   

Your adventure begins when we collect you from Belfast International 
Airport and drive up the Causeway Coast to Portrush, not far from the 
famous Giants Causeway to our first course, the Royal Portrush Golf Club. 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

Royal Portrush Golf Club, voted No. 12 golf course in the 
world by Golf Magazine,  is home to two links courses, 
Dunluce and Valley.  We will be playing Dunluce, the main 
course. 

Dunluce Links is widely hailed as one of the best layouts in 
the world. In 1951, the golf course became the only course outside Scotland and England to host the 
Open Championship. It is due to host it again in 2019. The links takes its name from 13th century 
Dunluce Castle, the ruins of which are perched above the course overlooking the wild Atlantic.  

The course provides many tricky rough areas and challenging greens that will test even the most 
experienced golfers. The fifth hole in particular, presents one of the most challenging par 4s you will 
find in Ireland, providing a dogleg hole that plays from an elevated tee towards the Atlantic across a 
wide expanse of rough.   
 
Following the golf, we will head south as far as Ballymena, where we will check in to our 
accommodation for the night, the lovely Galgorm Resort & Spa (www.galgorm.com) where you will 
enjoy a hearty Irish dinner, and have the evening to relax, and perhaps enjoy a pint of the ‘the black 
stuff’, Guinness, or maybe a glass of their most famous local tipple, Bushmills Whiskey, which is 
distilled just a few miles from the course. 
 

Royal Portrush Golf Club Stats 
Established: 1888 
Length: 7187 yds 
Par: 72 
Designed By: Harry S Colt 
Website : www.royalportrushgolfclub.com 
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Thur AUGUST 30th 2018 – PORTSTEWART GOLF CLUB, PORTSTEWART   

For our second day, and our second course, we head back up to another 
gem in Ireland’s Golf crown, Portstewart Golf Club, only a short distance 
from yesterday’s course.   

 

 

 

 

 

Portstewart was host to the Dubai Duty Free Irish Open in 2017. 

 

 

Portstewart Golf Club offers three 18-hole courses, 
with The Strand course, which we will be playing, 
providing a full championship layout meaning it is 
also Portstewart's most challenging course. It’s a 
classic links design that snakes across a dune-
covered peninsula that is bounded on one side by 
the River Bann and on the other by the Atlantic. It is 
famous for having one of the best opening holes in 
Ireland and possibly the world. The Old Course and 
the Riverside Course (designed by Darren Clarke), 
provide their own variety of challenges. Following 
our second day on the greens, we move down to 
spend the first of our two nights in the fabulous 
Slieve Donard Hotel 
(www.hastingshotels.com/slieve-donard-resort-and-spa ) in Newcastle, at the foot of the Mountains 
of Mourne where they sweep down to the sea.  

Portstewart Golf Club Stats 
Established: 1894 
Length: 7118 yds (Strand) 
Par: 72 
Designed By: Des Griffin (Strand) 
Website : www.portstewartgc.co.uk 
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Fri AUGUST 31st 2018 – ROYAL COUNTY DOWN GOLF CLUB, NEWCASTLE, COUNTY DOWN   
 

We don’t have far to go today, as our course is the Royal County Down, 
which is literally a stone’s throw from our hotel, the Slieve Donard.  

 

 

 

 

The course is set in the Murlough Nature Reserve, with wide vistas of the Mountains of Mourne in 
the background, and spectacular views from virtually every hole. The ninth is famously one of the 
most photographed holes in world golf and plays downhill to a fairway that sits 60 feet below, and it 
has been host to some of golfs most prestigious tournaments, including the Walker Cup in 2007, the 
Curtis Cup in 1968 and the Irish Open in 2015. 

This exclusive club, whose membership is 
invitation only, provides one of the most challenging links 
games in the world. The Championship Links course, which 
we will be playing is famous as much for its beautiful scenery 
as it is for its challenging round of golf and provides narrow 
ribbons of fairway bordered by vast areas of purple heather 
and golden gorse that snake through a dune-covered 
landscape.  

The greens are fast some having a tricky domed shape. It is 
also known for its 'bearded' bunkers, so called due to 
overhanging lips of heather, marram and red fescuea.  

 
Following the golf, we get 
to spend another night in 
the Slieve Donard, where 
you might get the chance 

to explore their extensive spa facilities,  but we have an early start 
in the morning as we move down to Dubin, in the Republic of 
Ireland for the next leg of our epic golfing journey. 

Royal County Down Golf Club Stats 
Established: 1895 
Length: 5974 metres 
Par: 70 
Designed By: Alister MacKenzie 
Website : www.royalcountrydown.org 



 

                                                              Ireland US Experience Ltd                                                     Page 6 
3 Rushbrook Crescent, Templeogue, Dublin 6W , Ireland            Company Reg No. 559222 

Website:  www.irelandusexperience.com       Email:  experience@irelandusexperience.com 

Sat SEPT 1st 2018 – PORTMARNOCK GOLF CLUB, DUBLIN 

We take our leave of Northern Ireland and head south down the coast towards Dublin, Ireland’s 
capital city. On the outskirts, we will stop off at Portmarnock, where we will play a round at the 
Portmarnock Golf Club, which, since 1975, has staged the Irish Open on 11 occasions, as well as the 
Dunlop Masters and the Walker Cup. It was ranked as the best golf course in 
Ireland by Golf Digest Magazine 2004/2015. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The club is situated on a peninsula located 10 miles Dublin’s city 
center. As it is surrounded on both sides by the Irish Sea, wind is a 
particular factor with this course. A nine-hole golf course was 
added in 1971 and complements the original 18 holes based in 
Portmarnock.    

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will then drive to St Stephens Green, in the heart of Dublin city, 
and check in to our hotel for the evening, the world famous 

Shelbourne Hotel (http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dubbr-
the-shelbourne-dublin-a-renaissance-hotel ), where many of Ireland’s 
greatest literary figures spent a quiet evening. You can follow in their 
footsteps, take a stroll down Grafton St, or drop into Trinity College or 
O’Connell St, or perhaps enjoy the hospitality of Dublin’s many pubs.  

Portmarnock Golf Club Stats 
Established: 1894 
Length: 6950 metres 
Par: 72 

Designed By: Alister MacKenzie/Old Tom 
Morris/Hawtree Ltd 

Website : www.portmarnockgolfclub.ie 
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Sun SEPT 2nd 2018 – BALLYBUNION GOLF CLUB, CO KERRY  
We have an early start this morning, on the longest leg of our 
journey, down south to the Kingdom of Kerry, for the first of three 
games of golf we will play there. 

 

 

 

 

 

It has come a long way since it was described in 1897 as a “rabbit warren below the village, where a 
golfer requires limitless patience and an inexhaustible supply of golf balls”.  

The club is home to two championship links courses. The more famous is the Old Course, which we 
are playing, but both have very similar features. Design changes in 1995 on the Old Course were 
overseen by Tom Watson and it hosted the Irish Open in 2000. Robert Trent Jones designed the later 
of the two courses, the Cashen Course. The  course is situated along the shoreline, revealling 
sweeping views out on to the ocean. The natural terrain was carefully preserved, even down to the 
long grass that grows along the dunes that are located all across the course. Accuracy off the tee is a 
must, as many  tricky fairways disappear around various corners.  

 

Following our round, we 
head for Killarney, in the 
heart of Kerry, where we 
will be based for the next 
three nights in the 5 star 
Europe Hotel                         
( www.theeurope.com ). 

 

Ballybunion Golf Club Stats 
Established: 1893 
Length: 6802 metres 
Par: 71 

Designed By: Robert Trent Jones/Tom 
Watson 

Website : www.ballybuniongolfclub.com 
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Mon SEPT 3rd 2018 – WATERVILLE GOLF CLUB, THE RING OF KERRY 
On our second day in Kerry, we follow the Ring of Kerry, along the Wild 
Atlantic Way, to the little town of Waterville, whose most famous 
inhabitant was silent screen star Charlie Chaplin, who spent many years 
there with his family.     

Unlike most early golf courses in Ireland, which were all developed near British garrison’s, Waterville 
golf course was actually developed in 1889 to cater for technology junkies, the men who arrived in 
their hundreds to build and manage the first transatlantic cable relay station between North 
America and Europe which was located on Valentia Island near the town – the 19th century version 
of Google! The course was updated to its current form in 1973 by John ‘Jack’ Mucahy, whose aim 
was to build the most testing golf links in the world, 
and he worked with Eddie Hackett, then Ireland’s 
foremost designer of links courses, and Claude 
Harmon a previous Masters Champion to see his 
dream become a reality. 

It is 
located 
on a 40-
acre 
estate 
that 
includes 
an 18th-
century 

manor. The golf course is blanketted with gorse and 
native grasses blanket the golf course, that really come into play along firm fairways. Some of the 
course’s biggest challenges come from treacherous bunkers faced with turf sides that are placed at 
strategic locataions. Golfers who want to get creative should opt for a bump-and-run approach (and 
some creative shot-making) and forget about their lob wedge.  

 

Waterville Golf Club Stats 
Established: 1889 
Length: 7347 
Par: 72 

Designed By: Eddie Hackett/Jack Mulcahy 
/Claude Harmon 

Website : www.watervillegolflinks.ie 
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Tues SEPT 4th 2018 – KILLARNEY GOLF & FISHING CLUB  
We have arrived at our final golf course, but we don’t have far to travel from our 
hotel today, as we are finishing up in Killarney Golf & Fishing Club, located on the 
shores of Lough Leane, to the west of the town. It has two 18-hole courses, 
Killeen, the headline course that we are playing, and Mahony’s Point, plus a 9-hole 
course called Lackabane.  Like most golf courses in Ireland, it has it’s history. In this 
case, although the club was established in 1893, it moved to its current location in 
1936 when the Earl of Kenmare, land-owner of the previous course, increased the 
clubs rent from one shilling to 75 pounds, a 1500% jump in costs! So the canny 
Kerrymen got a better deal and moved. 

 
It was host to the Irish Open in 1991, 1992, 2010 
and 2011, the Curtis Cup in 1996 and the Ryder 
Cup Challenge Tour Event in 2005 and 2006. 

The course was extensively renovated and 
lengthened in 2006 and now stands at over 6,590 
meters. 

 

For our final night we move up to the exclusive boutique hotel, No. 1 Pery Square, in Limerick city 
(www.oneperysquare.com) to ensure that we are in close proximity to Shannon Airport for your 
departure tomorrow morning, where you can enjoy the spa facilities or one final night of the ‘craic’. 

Killarney Golf & Fishing Club Stats 
Established: 1893 
Length: 6590 metres 
Par: 74 

Designed By: 
Killeen: E Hackett/W 
O'Sullivan (Redesign Tom 
McKenzie 

Website :  www.killarneygolfclub.ie 
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Wed SEPT 5th 2018 – THE SAD BIT   

On your final morning, you will be collected from your hotel and transported in good time to catch 
your flight home from Shannon Airport in County Clare.  Shannon Airport has a US Customs & 
Immigration Pre-Clearance facility that allows the Immigration Service to process you prior to 
boarding your flight, which in turn means that on arrival in the USA you are treated as if you are 
arriving on a domestic flight. This usually means that you need to be at the airport three hours 
before your flight.   

We hope that you will bring home with you many happy memories  to remind you of your 
experiences in Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

I 

 

 

 

 

n addition to our Standard Terms & Conditions there are a number of additional items 
that relate specifically to this tour that we would like to highlight:. 

 Most of the golfers taking part in this tour are likely to bring their own clubs. If you are not 
travelling with your clubs, please let us know in advance and we can book a full set in 
advance at the various courses on your behalf. Please indicate any club preferences e.g. 
left/right-handed, brand, size etc and we will pass on your request to the various golf courses 
on your behalf, but they will be subject to availability at match time and we cannot guarantee 
that your requirements can be met in all cases. Any costs relating to these facilities are not 
included in the cost of the trip, and will be payable locally by you on arrival at the golf course. 

 Golf carts are not usually available at any of courses we will be using, unless you can 
produce a suitable medical certificate on arrival. Push carts are available at all courses, and 
a limited number of caddies may be available on the day. We can request these on your 
behalf, if you let us know in advance, but all charges will be payable by you locally, and are 
not included in the cost of the trip.      

 Please note that single room hotel rates in Ireland tend to be almost as expensive as double 
rooms. Should you are travelling on the trip with a friend, you might like to consider sharing a 
twin room rather than taking two separate singles. 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                


